
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Business
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (49) NAYS (44) NOT VOTING (7)

Republicans    Democrats Republicans Democrats     Republicans Democrats
(49 or 94%)    (0 or 0%) (3 or 6%) (41 or 100%)    (3) (4)
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Biden
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Inouye
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Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Larry E. Craig, Chairman
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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
105th Congress June 25, 1998, 5:07 p.m.
2nd Session Vote No. 177 Page S-7077 Temp. Record

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION/Flight Training at Mountain Home Air Base

SUBJECT: National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 1999 . . . S. 2057. Kempthorne motion to table the Reid
amendment No. 3009.

ACTION: MOTION TO TABLE AGREED TO, 49-44 

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. 2057, the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 1999, will authorize $270.6 billion
in budget authority for national defense programs (this amount is equal to the requested level, and is in accordance

with the budget agreement of last year). In real terms, spending will be $2.9 billion less than last year. As a percentage of gross
domestic product (GDP), defense spending will be just 3.1 percent, which will be the lowest level of defense spending since 1940.
Defense spending has declined steadily since 1986, when it was 6.5 percent of GDP. 

The Reid amendment would prevent the Air Force from expanding a flight training range at Mountain Home Air Base in Idaho.
Debate was limited by unanimous consent. After debate, Senator Kempthorne moved to table the Reid amendment. Generally,

those favoring the motion to table opposed the amendment; those opposing the motion to table favored the amendment.

Those favoring the motion to table contended:

Mountain Home Air Base is a composite-wing base with F-15s, F-16s, B-1 bombers, and C-135 tankers. Having a composite
wing is unusual. If the United States gets into a military conflict, it is highly likely that aircraft from this base will be among the first
that will be called on to respond. Consequently, one of the Air Force’s top priorities is to keep this base at peak readiness at all times.
The base currently has a training range for pilots, but it has only one approach from which that range can be accessed. Much of the
pilots’ ongoing training must therefore be at other bases. The proposal of the Air Force is to add 12,000 acres of Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) lands, called the Juniper Butte Range, to its existing 109,000-acre range. This addition will make it possible
for all of the aircrews to simulate real-world scenarios and to practice complex missions. The training will be better than they now




